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SUMMER 1980 
HSUS Exposes Cruel Dogfighting 
Two dog owners scream at their dogs in an attempt to keep them 
fighting. The walls and carpeted floor of the pit are splattered 
with the dogs' blood. 
Most people ask in disbelief, "Why would anybody let 
dogs fight together, trying to kill each other?'' This sordid 
cruelty is rooted in and is caused by deep emotional and 
social problems. 
Dogfighting has evolved as a pastime of an underground 
fraternity of people who believe they are simply pursuing a 
recreational activity that bothers no one. They feel strong­
ly that law enforcement officials and The HSUS are just 
troublemakers who don't understand the tradition of dog­
fighting, as they see it. 
Because dogfighting has developed as a secretive cult ac­
tivity with its own publications, lingo, and social circles, it 
has attracted a growing number of people who find thrills 
in vicarious, sadistic behavior. Often these people don't 
feel a part of society as a whole and they view any author­
ity, who would stop their so-called fun, as their enemy. If 
need be, they will willingly commit violence in order to 
protect their "sport." 
To bring an end to this vicious pastime, The HSUS and 
·ts Gulf States office have had to develop inside informants 
.tnd investigate pit bull breeders and others associated with 
dogfighting. Although there are both federal and state 
laws against dogfighting, to date they have not been ag­
gressively enforced by authorities. 
Dogfighting has many evils. Small dogs and cats are used 
as helpless victims to train the pit bulls to kill. Frequently 
the fighting dogs themselves die after a long, exhausting 
battle. Many dogs are simply shot by their owners if they 
fail to win a fight. In addition, dogfighting events are 
known to be scenes of drug and alcohol abuse and heavy il­
legal betting. People who attend these events are obviously 
desensitized by these brutalizing activities. 
The Humane Society of the United States' Gulf States 
Office staff has been spending a great deal of time and ef­
fort in combating dogfighting. Gulf States Director 
William Meade said he is working to get new state laws 
with heavy penalties for dogfighters. "This is only one way 
in which we can counter this deplorable pastime. The long­
term solution is to expand our efforts at teaching respect 
for life to young people growing up." 
If you receive information about local dogfights, please 
do not try to handle the matter on your own, or divulge 
that you are associated with a humane society. Obtain as 
much information about places, times, and people involved 
as can be done safely and then contact The HSUS or en­
forcement authorities. 
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The HSUS Gulf States Office was recently involved in a dogfight 
raid within our Region. Dozens of arrests were made and much 
animal suffering was prevented. 
In Little Rock, Arkansas, at the recent HSUS regional 
meeting, three individuals were honored for their out­
standing work on behalf of animals. 
Selected to receive the Certificates of Appreciation were 
Dr. Clifton Shepler of Tyler, Texas; Charles Hadlock of 
Shreveport, Louisiana; and Paul Wenske from Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma. 
Dr. Shepler worked with The HSUS this past year in in­
vestigating and prosecuting a starvation case involving 
over three hundred horses. Dr. Shepler's concern in notify­
ing The HSUS and initiating charges shows that his office 
in the Texas Department of Health has the highest interest 
in animal welfare. 
Charles Hadlock is a television reporter for KTBS in 
Louisiana. He skillfully handled a grisly news story about 
a local city shelter where persons were caught in the act of 
battering cats and kittens to death. His willingness to ex­
pose this unpleasant story resulted in many reforms at the 
shelter, including an approved euthanasia method. 
Paul Wenske wrote an in-depth newspaper series for The 
Daily Oklahoman. His story exposed the multi-faceted 
problems and cruelties in puppy mill breeding farms and 
society's "throw-away" attitude toward pets. News stories 
of this type will help educate the public about responsible 
pet ownership. 
Remember Animals 
In Your Will 
There's only one way to make sure you can help 
animals after you are gone ... make a Will and provide 
for them in it. HSUS will send you an informative 
booklet without obligation about how to make the 
best of your animal welfare bequest. 
Write in complete confidence to: 
Murdaugh Stuart Madden 
Vice President/General Counsel 
The Humane Society of the United States 
2100 L Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20037 
Training Available 
If your shelter personnel need training in animal care, 
field services, and record keeping, the Gulf States Office of 
HSUS has a solution for you. By request of your local shelter 
management, we will come to your facility and present a 
one or two-day training session for your personnel. The pro­
gram can be tailored to meet specific needs or problems. 
The training includes videotape teaching sessions, lec­
tures, handout material, and field demonstrations. The on­
ly cost for the program is a $60 fee and the expense of our 
staff's travel, lodging, and meals. The time, materials, and 
expertise are a service of The HSUS. Rick Collord, HSUS 
Field hlvestigator, conducts these training classes. 
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NACOGDOCHES, TEXAS: Follow-up visits by Na­
cogdoches Humane Society volunteers are now a part of 
the adoption process at the City Animal Shelter. This is ai. 
important step toward HSUS accreditation. 
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS: A group of youngsters 
in Jacksonville, Arkansas donated 2700 pounds of dog 
food to the Pulaski County Humane Society. These 12 to 
15 year olds collected feed weight seals to obtain the food. 
GARLAND, TEXAS: The 1st Annual Animal Fair was 
held by the Garland Humane Society to help build publi­
city for its planned new shelter to be named '' Animal 
Recovery Center.'' There were movie stars and a new 
Oldsmobile grand prize to make it an exciting day. 
COVINGTON, LOUISIANA: The St. Tammany 
Humane Society reports they will have to raise 770/o of 
their $50,000 budget through donations. They handled 
3,600 animals but the parish government has not furnished 
badly needed support. 
VERNON, TEXAS: The Wilbarger Humane Society 
has received a gift of three acres of land on which to build 
their new shelter. The City of Vernon and a private citizen 
donated the gift. 
AMARILLO, TEXAS: The Amarillo-Panhandle 
Humane Society has announced the opening of their spay/ 
neuter clinic, fulfilling a long held dream. The clinic was 
made possible by several private gifts. 
SPECIAL NOTE: Please place The HSUS Gulf States 
Regional Office on your society's mailing list. We would 
like to report your accomplishments in Around The 
Region. 
By Bill Meade 
There seems to be a tendency for many newly-formed, 
shelterless humane societies to involve themselves totally in 
the adoption of homeless animals. This activity then 
becomes the major function of the humane society-their 
members' homes fill up with animals 
looking for permanent homes, and 
little other humane society activity is 
carried on. 
As noble as this effort is, these 
humane societies should pause and 
examine their activity. Are they really 
using their time and efforts in ways 
that will reduce pet overpopulation in 
the future? There is a good deal of 
personal satisfaction in finding a new 
home for a pet, but are we in the business for personal 
satisfaction, or to change the overall problems facing 
animals? 
I contend that an effective humane society should make 
education, legislation, investigation, and reduced-cost 
spay/neuter programs their major objectives, with adop­
tion programs for pets next in priority. The truth is, most 
adoption programs only affect a small percentage of the 
unwanted animals in a community. Well-designed educa­
tion and low-cost spay/neuter programs can, on the other 
hand, reduce the surplus of unwanted animals as much as 
fifty percent in a few years. 
Should Shelters Use 
Tranquilizer Guns? 
There is a constant search by animal control personnel for 
a better way to apprehend stray dogs. Tranquilizer guns have 
been an often used method for animal capture. However, 
questions have now been raised concerning the humaneness, 
and even the effectiveness, of this method. Often the captured 
animal will die of an overdose, or the projectile will hit the 
animal in a vulnerable spot, such as the face, thus causing 
painful injury. 
Recently, a widely-used commercial product intended for 
tranquilizer gun use was removed from the market by the 
U.S. Government. Many shelter personnel, as a result, were 
left not knowing the best chemical to use in these guns. In an 
effort to assist shelters, The HSUS suggested that chemicals 
named Rompun or Ketamine were being successfully used by 
some animal control agencies. The Gulf States office can 
furnish you additional information on these· chemical 
substances, if you wish. 
Tranquilizer guns should not be routinely used in animal 
control work. Their use should be restricted to situations 
where human life and safety are threatened. In a 
well-designed animal control program, other, less-dangerous 
methods are used to deal with stray animals. The citation for 
violation, handed to thedog's owner after the animal has been 
chased home, is now becoming widely used as a control 
measure. In cases of feral dogs, lightweight humane live traps 
. are another acceptable solution. 
New Shelter Plans Available 
Following publication of our last Regional REPORT 
dealing with the large number of unsatisfactory shelters in 
Texas, Louisiana, Arkansas, and Oklahoma, there has 
been a flood of requests for shelter planning assistance. 
To help satisfy this need for good shelter plans, the Gulf 
States office has developed several new shelter designs. 
These plans focus on the needs of small towns and cities 
that operate with very restricted budgets. 
The smallest new shelter plan we have available is only 
495 square feet in size. This shelter contains six dog runs, 
holding up to twelve dogs, and eight cages for cats and 
puppies. The shelter is an indoor/outdoor type of kennel, 
but otherwise it has the same, easy-to-maintain features of 
the larger plans. The indoor/outdoor kennel is usually 
used to minimized heating and cooling costs. However, we 
recommend fully-enclosed shelters in localities that have 
severe winter weather. 
This small plan will serve communities of up to 10,000 
people and can be expanded to serve 20,000 people. The 
cost to build the shelter in most localities would be about 
$20,000. If a town cannot afford its own shelter, we sug­
gest they join with one or two other nearby towns and 
jointly build a shelter. 
The plans for this shelter may be obtained from the Gulf 
States office at a $2 cost. It is not necessary to have addi-
tional architectural drawings with the smallest plan. Suffi­
cient information has been included on the drawing for a 
general contractor to build the shelter. 
HSUS Architectural Design Consultant, William 
Meade, is also available to assist in reviewing plans for any 
proposed shelters or shelter additions. Simply mail a copy 
of your preliminary plans to the Gulf States office. There 
is no charge for this service. 
This shelter is one of the first built, following HSUS' larger model 
plans. The shelter is attractive both outside and inside, making it 
a pleasing place for personnel, visitors, and animals. 
A major goal of any progressive, responsible humane 
society or animal control agency is to reduce the number of 
animals handled and subsequently euthanized. Sometimes 
shelter personnel become so accustomed to the routine of 
"pick up, feed, euthanize" they lose sight of the real need 
to find solutions to the problem rather than forever treat-
ing the symptoms. 
Spay/neuter programs are a proven part of the solution 
to overpopulation. In cities that have started well-planned 
programs, there have been 
substantial reductions in the 
numbers of animals handled. 
Any organization, regardless 
of its size or whether or not it 
operates a shelter, can start a 
spay/neuter program. Here are 
several different approaches. 
Pick the one that fits your 
organization and get it started 
as soon as possible. 
Humane societies without shelters should set up reduced­
cost spay and neuter programs and promote them to the 
public. Talk to your local veterinarians and explain the 
local problem and your proposed goals. Ask if they would 
be willing to give a $10 spay/neuter reduction to any new 
client you can refer to him or her. Do not say he or she 
"owes it" or "should be willing"; rather, stress that new 
clients will be acquired through your group's promotional 
efforts. 
If you cannot convince any veterinarian to be a part of 
the program, your group can still begin by setting up a 
fund to subsidize the spay/neuter operations by the $10 
amount. Can you think of a better reason to raise money? 
If your organization operates a shelter, your spay/neuter 
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program should be set up for all animals adopted. You 
should visit each local veterinarian and explain you are 
starting the program. Impress upon the veterinarian that 
these will be new pet owners and you can furnish them as 
new clients if a reduction in the spay/neuter fee is given. If 
the veterinarians will not assist with a reduced fee, they will 
usually agree to divide their charge into two parts. The ac­
tual spay/neuter fee is collected at the shelter, then addi­
tional hospitalization fees are collected at the hospital after 
the operation. This reduces the initial adoption cost con­
siderably. 
A third approach is to establish a low cost spay/neuter 
clinic. If local veterinarians are not willing to assist with 
the other approaches, then this is a viable alternative. 
There is more initial expense, but cities that have taken this 
approach, such as Los Angeles, find the program pays for 
itseif after it is established. 
The HSUS Gulf States Office can furnish you with infor­
mation and guidance in setting up any of these programs. 
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